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This book is a record of the papers given at a conference, held in Paris in July 1976, which was concerned with the extent to which systems science can contribute to the planning and organization of health care. Systems science is defined as the strategy which uses a scientific approach to the solution of complex problems, often depending on the extensive use of computers and sophisticated mathematical models. The conference attracted 140 participants, including nine from the UK. About 60% of the papers are reported in English, the remainder are in French but all have summaries in both languages.
There are papers on the evaluation of clinical trials in the treatment ofleukaemia, the application of space technology in the provision of health care to a remote community of American Indians, and the analysis of data (e.g. on the prevention and treatment of complications) from thirty dialysis centres. Most of the papers, however, are concerned with the administrative and financial aspects of health care. Some include complicated mathematical formulae which will be barely intelligible to the average medical reader and many make claims, e.g. in relation to the benefits to be derived from mathematical models, which would seem to be grossly exaggerated.
There can be doubt that systems scienceis here to stay and perhaps the main lessons which were stressed by a number of speakers and highlighted in the summing-up session, are that practitioners of this discipline should be aware of the dangers of dehumanizing technology and must be prepared to work in cooperation with doctors and other health professionals. and to put it into perspective ten years after its introduction.
The book opens with an excellent introductory chapter by the editors on the definition, diagnosis and assessment of dyserythropoiesis, which should be required reading for all practising haematologists. This is followed by a succinct review of normal haemopoiesis by Wickramasinghe, with special reference to the mechanisms underlying its disturbance in various diseases. In the remainder of the book the congenital dyserythropoietic anaemias and secondary causes of dyserythropoiesis are considered in turn. The chief emphasis is on pathophysiological, biochemical, genetic and structural aspects, but clinical and morphological features are not forgotten. The book is beautifully produced and can be highly recommended to all haematologists; it will also be of great interest to those working in broader fields of cell biology. introduction to multiple regression (incorrectly This book is aimed primarily at the nursing prolocated in Preface and Index). The chapter on fession and presents the basic facts of adapting to clinical trials has been extended to include a , disability. It has clear line drawings, and valuable discussion of the value of 'matched pairs' and of self assessment sections throughout. It will also be study designs which provide for the assessment of of value to rehabilitation helpers and the more than one treatment or their interaction. This Community Health Care Team. Its cost at £11 book provides the welcome re-emergence of an old would probably put it outside the reach of many favourite. individuals, though it could be used as a de-PM LAMBERT part mental reference. The chapter on welfare ser-Senior Medical Statistician vices does not fully apply in this country, but
R M HARDISTY

Professor of Haematology Institute of Child Health
Office of Population otherwise its contents have a general application.
Censuses & Surveys
DO HANCOCK
Section Editor Rehabilitation Consultant Section ofEpidemiology & Community Medicine
Royal Buckinghamshire Hospital
